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Thenrifrin of this Christmas
--.t murk in fnwnr nmonpthe I

I II ill f. I ii I I xx -.! i,vv ; I rtr e " ... A ,

lvrplrm MIPS hack to dim toast and
is as in traditions of the Drutds;' Mfim Msmm" Humand had everything swear

(By IDA M. BRUCE in Utlca Globe.)

erythlng animate and in- - ' "T"

animate, the animals andI HEN a young man at a
--us ap in mmmen and fish and bli Is,Christmas party lends,

with aa attempt at e,

some charming
young lady beneath a
bough of mistletoe in oa-d'i- r

to win a "mistletoe
kiss" he is of the opinion

the water and earth and rocks and
trees, the winds and clouds and rain
and snow, all agreed never to harm

Baldur.
"Go forth and weep no more, daugh-

ter," said Wodln to Nanna, "no harm

can now come to your husband, my

son," and Nanna went forth hnppy. '1 iiOat be Is luring the young lady into
situation where, by the decree of an

dent custom, she must forfeit the
aforesaid kiss:

frankness coranels me to confess

Atier nun ii mo j,
amuse themselves hurling stones nnl
axes and spears nt Baldur and he

stood and laughed at them, because

neither wood nor petal nor anything
could harm him. It was great sport
for everyone. One day while at this
sport an old woman asked Nanna why

mistletoe In order that any stnndlni

that the luring is done by the young
lady. For their Christmas parties they

rare and suspend the mistletoe and
ae is Indeed a most sedate and rather
fcflUag young person who will not,

doting the festivities, allow herself to
fee "lored" betfeath the mistletoe. And

henenth It mleht be kissed by the
first nerson who caucht her there. 1 Let a COLUMBIA sing the

W Christmas Carols in your home s!fi5 'Few If anv crowine things are thethey" were trying to kill Baldur.
'Everything has promised never to

ills is quite within her rights. It
subject of ns many ancient legends,
customs nnd beliefs as the mistletoe.
The fact that the ancient Celts In their

harm him," she explained. W Icustom she inherited from anees- -tea
druidical religion had two great festi-

vals, one in June and the other In De-

cember, the latter being equivalent to
our Christmas. In both of these great
festivals the gathering of the mlstle'
toe was a sacred rite.

Pllnv In his Natural History de

tan who dwelt In Britain or Scandi-

navia, centuries ngo. Today the mis-

tletoe and the mistletoe kiss are
only with Christmas. But,

ta train, mistletoe had Its significance
not Dries before the birth in Beth-

lehem which gave us Christmas.
'Scandinavians claim that mistletoe

raatonis originated with them, but
re Is an English legend antedating

(boo of Scandinavln. which tells how
(he girls of semlbarbarlc Britain, in
the golden age of the Druids, did them-

selves hanz ud bouehs of mistletoe

scribes the ceremony. Speaking of

, "Everything?" queried the old wom-

an.
"Except the mistletoe, what enn that

little shrub do?" Nanna laughed scorn-

fully.,
The old woman hurried away. Of

course it was Loki In disguise. She
got a twig of mistletoe and hardened
it by charring he outside before the
fire, fitted the point to a lance and
hurled it at Baldur, whereupon it
pierced his heart and he fell dead.

Dedicated to Love and Affection.
As a peace offering the gods dedi-

cated the mistletoe to love and affec-

tion and peace Just so long as It never

touched Loki's territory, the ground.

The minstrels who sang of the "tidings of great joy"
in the days of long ago are supplanted by the
minstrel of modern days the

ColumbiaGrafonola
TheColumbiaGrafonolatrolybrmgstidingsofgreatjojr
at Christmas-tide-. There is no gift quite like it, no gift so

welcome, no gift that could bring a more lasting joy.
The Columbia Grafonola is the "gift upreme a gift
around which more dreams are woven,which brings more
pleasure day after day, than any other gift you may
give or receive and it is a gift within the means of alL

Prices from $15 to $350 on special Christmas terms

the Druids' worship of the oak, he
says : "They believe that whatever
erows on these trees is sent from 11heaven and is n sign that the tree has
been chosen by the God himself. The
mistletoe Is very rarely to be met

awl lure young men Into their em- - with, but when It Is found they gather iknee.
Accordlne to this legend Chelm, an

It with solemn ceremony, luls tney
do esnectully on the sixth day of the
moon, because by the sixth day the wEver since then the mistletoe nus

grown without roots, far away from

the ground, and even to this day it Is

used by suspending it above the floor
moon has plenty of vigor nnd has not

orient high priest, had a great temple

la the forest where he taught young
aaea to become priests. So popular
did this temnle become that hnlf the

run half Its course.
'After the oreourations have been m - fedor ground.

jwung men of the countryside were
And so it is that both ancient Brit made for a sacrifice and a feast under

the tree thpv hull it IIS the Universalain and Scandinavia lay their claim to
healer and bring to the spot two white
bulls whose horns have never been
bound before. A priest, clad In a
white robe, climbs the tree and with

mistletoe customs and the origin or

suspending a branch , of It beneath
which youth may kiss. There is little
rinnht hut what the custom was l use

a golden sickle cuts the mistletoe,a thousand years before the origin of
which is cnucht in a white cloth. ThenChristmas. While the story of tne

having their homes and people, ana
becoming Druid priests.

There was great need of the young
aaea In the camps to hunt and fish and
to plant, and, above all, there- - were so
assay more maidens than young men

Ml that they decided something must

r done to reclaim them. The girls
aaaght an ancient witch and asked her

elp.
"Kern yonder mistletoe that grows

atthont roots upon the trees, go to

the edge of the forest round about the
1st temple of Chelm and hang It
act all around and about the tc it.

thev sacrifice the victims, praying thatmaidens who lured back to their
God may make his own gift to prospercamps, and to themselves, the young
with those UDon whom ne nnsmen who were about to become Drum

nriests. elves cood nccount of our cus mimiimnnnnm'iwbestowed it.
"They believe that a potion pre--

tom of kissing beneath the mistletoe
Dared from mistletoe will Increasetoday, to Scandinavia also belongs
their flnr-k- s nnd that the Dlant Is amuch credit. When those brave ana
remedy against all poison."romantic Scandinavians looked for

Staad In watting there, well hiuaen, It was believed to be a remedy for
many ills nnd this belief Is still to be

ward to Valhalla :is their heaven, and
worshiped the gods Tuor and Wodin
on Thor's dav and Wodln's day (which

cat!! the young men coming forth from
the forest each nlgrt to bring food to found in many remote places In Eu
Xh temple, are under the mistletoe, rnne. In Holsteln. for example, theIs where we get our Thursday and

mistletoe Is regarded as a healing remWednesday), they used to have cer--

edv for wounds and In Lacaune,tnln trrent feast days for their gods.
ttai step forth. They will clasp you

aai kiss you whereupon do you scream
atfent tastily and the young men shall
fcr years." '

Haw the Giria Won Back the Men.

France, It Is nlways administered byIt became the custom, on observing
the native Deonle as an antidote lorThor's day, to build great fires. These

were called "Juul" fires. As everyone
Tae maidens followed this advice

knows, the Scandinavian J is pro
aad bung the mistletoe In festoons

poison. 'They apply the plant to the
stomach of the patient and give him
a solution of It to drink as well. The
Gaelic vvord for mistletoe Is "an t'nll
loo." which means "ail healer," and

ansa the edge of the forest Stand nounced quite like our pronunciation
of the letter "Y," consequently those

tac ander It, the young men felt Im- -
fires were spoken of as "Yule" tires.

eSM to kiss the maidens who stepped this is orohnbly what the Druids
forth to treat thera. The maidens. called It In ancieut times.

The brighter 'the fires, the higher
the flames towered through the for-s- t

where the Scandinavians used to In the northeast of Scotland peopleas Instructed, screamed lustily and
fEaatm. and other of the old Druid

used to cut withes of mistletoe at the
arJests rushed forth, fearing their March full moon: these they bent In

-- wwne men were being murdered.
circles and keDt for a year to cure hec

'"Wfcen ch rood old Druids saw the

gather to pay honor to the great god

Thor, the greater pleased was'Thor,
and so it became necessary to pick

out the best of wood tc burn.

Then men would go into the forest
lnnklne for "Juul" logs, and they soon

tic fevers and other troubles. In
jvang men embracing the maidens
Okj drove them away, for they would
aaea no one among them who had

some parts of Germany the mistletoe
is especially esteemed as a remedy for
the ailments of children, who some-

times wear It hung around the neck
fl Giveseat to do with women, learned that the trees upon which

much mistletoe clung would give the
hrlehtest fires. They did not know

And so. throuch the peculiar Influ
as an amulet.

ence of the mistletoe, the maidens
In Sweden on midsummer eve mis

not back the young men, but the cus
tletoe Is dllleently sought after, the

the reason for this, nnd believed that
It was due to the work of the great
Thor himself who caused the mlstle- - people believing it to be possessed of

mnnv mvstlo aualltlesi and that if atn to crow on those trees without

Something
Electric&r
This
Ciiristmas

sprig of it Is attached to the ceiling ofroots solely as a means of letting his
the dwelllne house, the horses. stallpeople know which trees were best

for burning In his honor. or cow's crib, the "trolls" or evil spirits
will then be powerless to Injure eitherAnd so whenever anyone met under
man or beast Branches oi tne piantthe mistletoe In the great forests, no

too of banging up mistletoe was kept
a. Later after the introduction of

Christianity, the custom was added to
the Christmas festivities.

Chrietmaa Festivities.
Worn Scandinavian mythology comes

the weird but interesting story of the
origin of mistletoe, that pale-berrie- d

parasite of the forest. One of the best
of these legends Is that of Baldur, son
aff Wodln, In the days when those
strange gods are said to have walked
and talked with the mortals on earth,
aa did Jupiter and Apollo and Diana
aad Latonio and the other gods and
nditeases of Olympus.

are commonly seen in larmnouses
hanelne from the celling to protect

matter how great enemies they were,
they dropped their weapons nnd greet-

ed each other kindly, nor would they the dwellings from all harm, but es-

pecially from fire, and. persons afflict
mi with the falllne sickness think they

take up arms against eacn other until
the sunrise of another day. This was
their tribute In memory of Thor. can ward off all attacks of the malady

by carrying about with them a knifeA Fetish of Good Luck.
Thev beuan to take bits of the mis which has a handle of mistletoe.

A Swedish remedy for other com'Baldur was the Scandinavian god of tletoe Into their homes and hang It
over the doorways, and If any enemies plaints is to hang a sprig of mistletoe

round the sufferer's neck or to makerrM and summer and was nat-

urally beloved by all except Loki, the
rod af hearth fires. For, while the srushed out of doors to see Bat

came, they could not enter the houses
beneath the mistletoe without becom-

ing friends to the people Inside so long
as they remained there. From this
came the habit of greeting people who
stenned under the mistletoe with an

him wear on his finger a ring made
from the plant. Moreover they fash-

ion divining rods of mistletoe or of
four different kinds of wood, one of
which must be mistletoe. The treas

Asr when he brought the summer sun,
' ' they bad no use for Loki until the

nest wlntjer, consequently Loki dis--

ure seeker ' places ine roa on me' ufed Baldur embrace or a kiss, and at great Indoor
fpnsts the mistletoe was hung up In irround after sundown and when ItHasoa, goddess of the blossoms and

rests directly over the treasure thewhta of Baldur, dreamed terrible
rod heelns to move as If It were alive.dhvams of the death of Baldur, and

Like their Swedish neighbors: many

the room and the people greeted each
other with kisses.

Later this mistletoe hanging at
feasts came to I be put In use only at
the Christmas feast and from that

went to the treat trod Wodln. her
father-in-la- and told him and he was German peasants consider the mistle-

toe a powerful charm against evVi splr- -

' ' ' "' '".'. :' "'i. ,.

Yadlrin Kver Power Cocatly troubled. But messengers
its.grew the custom of hanging up theBent forth tnrougnout tne worm

Experimenting with simple ADliara' An eznedltlon of Norweeian scien'ODDS AND ENDS tns. a California doctor has sent wire
less messages through the ground for
distances up to w nines.

Worn deflated under the Pont, a
French Inventor's life preserver Is In
flated and made ready for use by in-

serting a capsule of highly compressed

tlsts Is studying the native flora and
fauna of almost unknown regions of
Northern and Central Asia.

Experiments In the Philippines In
crossing native and Connecticut tobac-
co have produced a variety selling for
more than twice the price of the na-

tive.
For producing- - decorative light ef-

fects rubber balloons have been In-

vented Into which electric lamps can
be Inserted and the balloons distended
with air

Rew tongs for sugar or candy are
Hasted at the end of a tubulaf han-at- e

and are operated by a spring con-araB-

plunger.
,1 Te Philippine Islands have about

4&D0O square miles of virgin forest
aad about 20.000 square miles of sec-a- d

growth timber. '
Scientific experiments have deinon- -

abated that the yellow color of cream
aad batter Is not necessarily an Ind-

icates of their richness.

air. - .'. .
Patents, have been granted a Chica

go woman for candy , made and
wranned In the form of artificial Row
ers, which can be eaten after serving
in Bouquets.


